
Seminar description
A one-day technical seminar for Field Engineers on “Repair, Rehabilitation, Retrofitting and
Strengthening of Structures - A Practical Approach" organized by The Institute of Engineers (India)
Puducherry State Centre Under National Languages Promotion Committee, was successfully held at the
Adithi Hotel, Puducherry on 01.06.2025. The seminar, conducted in Tamil, and focused on the developing
infrastructure the premature disintegration of RC elements causes many problems in terms of strength and
durability of the structure. The deterioration or degradation of RC structures could be evident by its poor
serviceability causing excessive deflection cracking strength and stiffness degradation etc. This could be
mainly due to the design faults poor construction practices durability issues and unplanned increment in the
service loading conditions. Hence it is essential to strengthen the reinforced structural element to encounter
the associated distresses. This seminar reviews the state of the field on repair, retrofitting and rehabilitation
techniques for the strengthening of RC members to the practicing Field Engineers. Er. V. Veeraselvam, Chief
Engineer, PWD, Puducherry delivered the greeting address. Er. K. Soundararajan, Honorary Secretary of the
Institute of Engineers (India) Puducherry State Centre, gave the welcome address. Dr. S. Thirougnaname,
Chairman of the Institute of Engineers (India) Puducherry State Centre has addressed the audience, about
the purpose and necessity of seminar.
The seminar was active participation from Field Engineers, PWD Engineers and students, who gained
knowledge about the Repair, Rehabilitation, Retrofitting and Strengthening of Structures - A
Practical Approach.. The vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. L. Martin, acknowledging the efforts of all
involved in organizing the event. The arrangements for the seminar were efficiently managed by
Er. T. Umabathy and Er. R. Devadassou, the members of Civil Engineering Division Board.
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Agenda

Following this, a one-day technical seminar on ancient Tamil construction technologies for
architectural field engineers was held in two sessions.

The event commenced with a warm Tamil greeting, setting a culturally resonant tone for the
proceedings.

 Engineer K. Soundararajan, FIE, Honorary Secretary of the Institute of Engineers (India),
Puducherry State Centre, graciously delivered the welcome address, extending a cordial
reception to all attendees.

 Dr. S. Thirougnaname, FIE, President of the Indian Institute of Engineers, Puducherry State
Centre, followed with the opening address, highlighting the significance of the seminar and its
focus on the ancient Tamil construction technologies.

 Engineer K. Veeraselvam, Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Puducherry,
inaugurated the function with his welcome remarks, further enriched the atmosphere of the
event.

First session

1

Dr. S. RAJENDRAN, an Director of Chennai Hitech Kangirit Solution Company,
Chennai. delivered an enlightening speech on the topic “Methods of selecting
materials for the Repair, Rehabilitation and Renovation of buildings”.

2 Er. C. KALYANASUNDRAM , Superintending Engineer (Retd), Public Works
Department, Tamilnadu, delivered an insightful speech on the topic “Poor design
and construction practices - Impact on the lifespan of the grid”.

Second session

3
Er. R. PERIYASAMY, Structural Engineer, Estimator, Chennai, delivered a
compelling speech on the topic "Methods of Rehabilitation old and new
Buildings."

4
Er. C. S. RAVISHANKAR, Building Consultant, Padmavati Construction Company,
Chennai, delivered an insightful speech on the topic "Repair, Rehabilitation,
Renovation of Structures - Case Studies".

5

Dr. S. KOTHANDARAMAN, Former Principal Puducherry Technological University
(Retd), Puducherry, delivered an informative and engaging speech on the topic
"Crushed stone sand - Characteristics and Applications".



Er. K. Soundararajan, FIE, Honorary Secretary of the Institute of Engineers (India), Puducherry State
Centre, delivered the welcome address.

Dr. S. Thirugnaname, FIE, Chairman of The Institution of Engineers (India), Puducherry State Centre,
delivered the keynote address, providing a thought-provoking introduction to the seminar.



Engineer K. Veeraselvam, Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Pondicherry, delivered the Special
address, warmly greeting all attendees and setting a cordial tone for the seminar.

First session



Dr. S. RAJENDRAN, delivered an enlightening speech on the topic “Methods of selecting materials for
the Repair, Rehabilitation and Renovation of buildings”.

Er. C. KALYANASUNDRAM , delivered an insightful speech on the topic “Poor design and
construction practices - Impact on the lifespan of the grid”.



Second session

Er. R. PERIYASAMY, delivered a compelling speech on the topic "Methods of Rehabilitation old and
new Buildings."

Er. C. S. RAVISHANKAR, delivered an insightful speech on the topic "Repair, Rehabilitation,
Renovation of Structures - Case Studies".



Dr. S. KOTHANDARAMAN, delivered an informative and engaging speech on the topic "Crushed stone
sand - Characteristics and Applications".
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